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la the Claims: ^ 

Please cancel claims 22 and 25 without prejudice or disclaimer. 

Please replace claims 26, 28 and 34 with the followin g ame nded claims: 

ided) A stent in a non-expanded state, comprising: 

l first expansion strut pair including a first expansion strut positioned adjacent to a 
sec ond expansion strut and a joining strut of thefirst expansion strut pair that couples the first 
an> . second expansion struts at a distal end of the first expansion strut pair, the first and second 
ex; tansion strute joined at the distal end only, a plurality of the first expansion strut pair fonning 
a fi est expansionNcolumn, adjacent first expansion strut pairs connected at a proximal end; 

a second expansion strut pair including a first expansion strut positioned adjacent to a 
so. ond expansion strut and a joining strut of the second expansion strut pair that couples the first 
an: i second expansion struts of the second expansion stmt pair at a proximal end of the second 
exi tansion strut pa^ifie n^l&id^econd expansion struts joined at the proximal end only, a 
ph. rality of th/second expansion strubpair forming a second expansion column, adjacent second 
ex | lansion strut pairs connected at a distal end; 

a first connecting strut including a first correcting stmt proximal head section and a first 
coi meeting spit distal tail section, the head section being coupled to the distal end of the first 
ex i jansion strut pair in the first expansion column and the tail section being coupled to the 
pr Kimal end oW second expansion strut pair of the second expansion column, a plurality of 
thu first ccraectin^strut forming a first connecting strut column that couples the first expansion 
col umn to the second expansion column; 

a third expansion strut pair including a'first expansion strut positioned adjacent to a 
se: ond expansion strut and a third joining strut of the third expansion strut pair that couples the 
fir: t and second expansion struts at a proximal endVf the third expansion strut pair, the first and 
se: ond expansion struts joined at the proximal end ornY a plurality of the second expansion strut 
pa r forming a third expansion column, adjacent third expansion strut pairs connected at a distal 
en 1 1, 
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a plurality of the third expansion strut pair forming a third expansion column, the first 
exji ansion strut of the first expansion strut pair in the first expansion column having a 
Ioe ptudinal a»s that is parallel to and offset from a longitudinal axis of the first expansion strut 
of- h e second expansion stmt pair in the second expansion column, and the second expansion 
stri, !t of the third expansion strut pair in the third expansion column has a longitudinal axis that is 
par idlel to and offset from a longitudinal axis of first expansion strut of the second expansion 
str, it pair of the secorid expansion column, a plurality of the third expansion Strut pair forming a 

thiid expansion column\ 

a second connective strut including a proximal head section and a distal taifcsection, the 
be ! d section being coupled to the distal end of the second expansion strut pair in the second 
ex: jansion column and the tairsection being coupled to the proximal end of the third expansion 
stti it pair of the third expansion Wurnn, a plurality of the second connecting strut forming a 
5© bnd connecting strut column that couples the second expansion column to the third expansion 
column, and 

wherein a ratio of a number ofexpansion struts to a number of connecting struts is 
se ected to provide a sufficient stent flexibility to permit introduction of the stent through a 
se acted blood vessel. 


28 (Amended) The stent of claim 26, wherein a width of a portion of the second expansion struts 
is • he same as a width of a portion of the first expansion struts, 


leaded) A stent in a norh expanded state, comprising: 
i first expansion strut pair including a first expansion strut positioned adjacent to a 
seiiond expansion strut and a joining strut of the first expansion strut pair that couples the first 
arj I second expansion stmts at a distal end of the first expansion stmt pair, the first and second 
ea aansion struts ijbmedj»Hke s distal end only, a plurality of the first expansion strut pair forming 
a :. irst expansion column, adjacent first expansion strut pairs connected at a proximal end; 

a second mansion strut pair including a first expansion strut positioned adjacent to a 
se .sond expansionUrut arid alining strut of the second expansion strut pair that couples the first 
ar. i second expansion struts of the second expansion strut pair at a proximal end of the second 
e> pansion strut pair, thVtirstand second expansion struts joined at the proximal end only, a 
p] irality of the second expansion strutWr forming a second expansion column, adjacent second 
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